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Burns,1 both skilled workmen and members of the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers, then known as the 'aristocracy of Labour*.
This co-operation typified a new phase in British trade unionism.
Hitherto it had been mainly a craft movement,, confined to the
minorities of skilled workers in certain trades. Now it was to
organize the unskilled majorities, and in that task members of
the older and more exclusive unions were to play a missionary
part of great importance. After a month's struggle public
opinion proved too strong for the dock companies. They con-
ceded the main demand, the 'docker's tanner'. Several media-
tors took part in the settlement, notably the veteran Cardinal
Manning.
The dockers' victory and the trade boom together gave trade
unionism a decisive stimulus. Even older societies like those of
the miners were much affected. But its most striking feature
was the organization of unskilled labour. Not only the Dockers'
union, but the Gasworkers' and General Labourers' and the
Workers* were built up at this period. The 'New Unionism', as it
was called, had two novelties* It organized men by the industries
which employed them rather than by the crafts which they exer-
cised; and it preached political as well as industrial action. Its
leaders were conscious socialists; and they sowed much of the
seed from which ten years later the Labour party germinated.
Let us take a glance at the liberal opposition. Individually
their great leader still dwarfed every other member of parlia-
ment* But his position after 1886 was materially changed* As
we saw in Chapter I, there was no class division between the
parties in the days of his duel with Disraeli* The line of cleavage
was vertical, not horizontal—
Beneath each banner proud to stand,
Looked up the noblest of the land.
The groat whig potentates, such as the dukes of Bedford, Devon*
shire, Westminster, and Argyll, were socially and territorially
a match for anything that the other side could produce, even
the Henry George movement for land nationalfoation; in 1885 he joined the
Social Democratic Federation; m 1893 bfc became the ilrst secretary of the Inde-
pendent Labour Party, Later he at one lime kept a public-house; but the bulk of a
long and very varied career was spent m England, Australia, and elsewhere as a
revolutionary agitator, first on syndicalist, and latterly on communist line**
* See above, p. xoo, n, x.

